Middle Tragedy : Sophocles
-stature, prepared to sacrifice themselves to thek dead kinsmen. To each her duty was clear, but Antigone's was based upon the noblest instincts and on a higher law than man's, and was a duty which called forth everything that was fine and beautiful in her nature; while Electra's was based on a barbarism and imposed by a malignant situation, and emphasized the unlovely ;ide of her nature. She was so unhappily placed that she had :o act more from hate than love, though scarcely less than Antigone * born to love, not hate'. Both are devoted to waefaa, but Antigone's is noble, Electra's a perversion. Anti-tone's leads her to her own death but to a splendid vindication, Electra's to her foes* death but to her own condemnation. Antigone is an ideal tragic heroine ; Electra not ideal but loubly tragic.
;. THE OEDIPUS TYRANNUS
If Apollo in the Electra is an enigma, what is Apollo in the Tyrannusl How does Sophocles conceive the relationship of Oedipus, Apollo and Destiny ? The play is full of oracles which terrify but are circumvented, are ridiculed and then fulfilled; of blind prophets who see and clear-eyed sceptics who are>blind. . Laius, locasta, Oedipus, all thought that what Apollo foretold could be avoided, thought it had been avoided; the pious Chorus (500) believe Zeus and Apollo, but do not place very much trust in their human interpreters; then locasta says the same thing with more point. But the next time we hear the Chorus they speak differently; they bear Oedipus no ill-will, but they see that these oracles must * fit * (8p8fE). They pray that Zeus and Apollo will not pass these things by, and hint that the gods are on their trial. Apollo has staked bis reputation, and if these things are not so, SQQSI, rd 6eia.1 The credibility of oracles seems to be a capital point.
The Chorus has been and still is devoted to Oedipus.   We cannot suppose that in this stasimon they are consciously praying that he may be destroyed.   They are horribly divided between loyalty to Oedipus and loyalty and reverence towards Heaven: we may suppose that they would accept with relief some honour-*tble and uncatastrophic compromise, -like the one at which 1 Almost ' Religion is finished' (v. 910), 137